On the basis of nominal data from local foreigners' files, this article examines gender differences in the trajectories of more than 3,000 single foreign newcomers to Antwerp between 1850 and 1880. The data demonstrate an overall expansion, ruralisation and feminization of the migration field over time, attuned to the evolution of the port town's dual labour market. Foreign single women were less specialized than their skilled male counterparts and immigrated in large numbers only towards the end of the period under study, supported by the facilitation of travel via rail. Engaged in a catch-up process as well as in the founding of new patterns of migration, single female migrants emerge from this study as both followers and pioneers. By highlighting the latter's dual role, the results shed new light on gender stereotypes in migration research and on the oft-assumed connection between migration distance and occupational specialization.
Introduction
Europe's nineteenth century set the stage for a marked growth in overall levels of migration and mobility, which intertwined with a strong expansion of urban populations. The connections between migration and urban growth were however not straightforward. The old image of a rural exodus fuelling urban growth has been shattered in the wake of recent 2 revisions. Rather than a one-directional movement from the countryside to cities, what appears to have been at play was an unprecedented rise in overall mobility levels in many directions. While cities did receive a growing number of newcomers, most of them stayed in towns only temporarily, as many migrants moved back and fro between cities and the countryside or between different cities. 1 Underlying this rise in overall mobility was a structural transformation of the economy, and an expansion of transport and communication means. Notwithstanding these great transformations, migration remained a highly selective affair: not everyone who could benefit from moving did so, and those who did were a very specific subsection of the population, moving to particular destinations and not to other places. 2 Although recent studies and revisions have greatly improved our insight in the overall characteristics of migration in this period, the actual dynamics and mechanisms that recruited certain migrants to specific cities are still in need of further research.
In this article we aim to contribute to a better understanding of the how and why of urban migration patterns in the nineteenth century by focussing on gender differences in the recruitment patterns of single foreign migrants to the burgeoning port city of Antwerp between 1850 and 1880, on the basis of a quantitative analysis of a sample of detailed nominal data on non-national newcomers recorded in the so-called foreigners' files. The focus on single migrants -who supplied the large majority of newcomers -is motivated by the aim to investigate gender differences in individual migration trajectories, which often become blurred in the context of family migration. Moreover, singles have often been attributed a pioneer role in migration, as when young, single and often more resourceful men paved the way for other migrants. 3 The focus on foreign newcomers is in turn motivated by the aim to explore the social selectivity of migration patterns, which was arguably greater among longdistance migrants.
A major objective of research is the comparison of the migration trajectories of single men and women in order to gain insight in the different ways in which they organised and adapted their migration behaviour to changing circumstances. While female migrants have traditionally been considered primarily as 'followers', highly dependent on family decisions and family networks, recent research has demonstrated the intricacy and autonomy with which at least some single women made their migration decisions in the nineteenth century on the basis of their own information networks and contacts. 4 It has been argued that in particular their interurban migration trajectories were the result of choices more complex and independent than often recognized. 5 Still, however, female migrants appear from existing studies as predominantly and sometimes exclusively engaged in short-distance and regional 3 circuits of labour mobility. 6 A systematic comparison of male and female patterns of longdistance migration to the city of Antwerp, can in that sense help to counterbalance gender stereotypes and shed light on the migration patterns of a specific category of urban newcomers: those single and far from home.
In the following pages, we will first discuss some of the concepts and insights used to explain migration patterns on the basis of existing studies, and then elaborate on the historical setting of the case study and the archival sources used, before proceeding with a discussion of the main results from our empirical analysis and of the implications for research on migration in the period under consideration.
From Push and Pull to Migration Fields
Underlying the observed increase in mobility levels in nineteenth-century Europe, were material push and pull forces emanating from a profound economic and social transformation.
Structural economic shifts included the marginalization of rural livelihoods due to population pressure, land fragmentation or concentration, and the decline of rural employment opportunities in both agriculture and protoindustry, while most expanding income opportunities in the wake of the growth of industry and commerce were located in urban settings. The intense movement back and fro between cities and countryside indicates that adapting to these changing constraints and opportunities was a process of permanent adjustment that was by no means a straightforward affair. 7 While structural push and pull forces were crucial, they are at the same time insufficient to explain the directions and patterns of movement that took place.
Recent studies have in this respect therefore highlighted the importance of the so-called meso level in fostering specific migration patterns. This meso level, situated between the macro level of structural economic and social change and the micro level of individual and household characteristics, refers to the social fabric, networks and information channels that provide the social support and information guiding people in their migration decisions.
Together they help to understand the selectivity and patterned nature of observed migration patterns, connecting specific groups to certain destinations and not others. 8 One of the most salient meso institutions are those of chain migration, when established migrants support the migration of compatriots by providing information, housing, work and/or other support to recent arrivals. 9 But the meso level is much broader than chain migration. In its most general static, but tended to expand or contract in line with the economic developments in the city and its hinterland, and with the evolution of its communication and transport connections. 12 They
were not homogenous either: the interaction of push and pull forces with migration channels and individual characteristics implied that migration patterns were very much socially differentiated and the urban migration field socially segregated. To a certain extent this was the complement of the highly segmented nature of urban labour markets, and of the very unequal access of different groups to certain channels of migration information according to age, gender, skill and resources.
The evolution of an urban migration field can therefore be taken as an important proxy for the development of push and pull forces and the intermediation of social networks. Social segregation within the urban migration field -the extent to which some areas provide certain types of migrants -in turn serves as an indicator of differential sensitivity to structural constraints and opportunities, as well as differential access to certain useful migration channels. Overall, existing research has tended to observe a connection between migration distance and social status: long-distance urban migration often involved migrants who were generally more specialized, skilled and well-off than regional migrants moving over shorter distances. 13 At the same time, women have generally been considered as moving predominantly over short distances, although there is increasing evidence of their involvement in long-distance migration too. 14 Existing research on long-distance female migration is however often limited to specific occupational groups and/or specific regions of origin, and often study the trajectories of female migrants only. 15 In this article we aim to complement this perspective by taking into account the patterns of both male and female long-distance migration to one particular port city over a period of forty years. Did patterns of long-distance 5 female migration correspond to the same dynamics as those of men, or were other factors at play? The analysis of the differential evolution of their migration fields is taken to gain insight into the adaptive strategies employed by single men and women who travelled to destinations far from home.
Context and sources
The city of Antwerp in several respects represents an interesting case for this study. In the course of the long nineteenth century, Antwerp was transformed from a small regional textile centre, exerting only a modest pull on immigrants from its direct hinterland, into a flourishing international seaport and trading centre with a booming population. The city counted about 50,000 inhabitants at the turn of the eighteenth century, which rose to almost 100,000 by midcentury and to 270,000 inhabitants by 1900. Immigration -both regional and internationalreached high levels during this period, especially from the later 1840s onwards. In the 1850s, some 5,000 immigrants per year were counted in Antwerp, reaching yearly recorded levels up to 6,000 per year in the 1860s to more than 8,000 in the 1870s and 1880s. 16 The fundamental makeover of Antwerp's economic structure went hand in hand with a growing pull on immigrants both from within the country and abroad, stimulated by employment opportunities in the port town, but also by processes of economic change and proletarianization in its hinterland. The transformation from a small industrial town to a port and service centre had fundamental implications for local income opportunities. Research for the first half of the nineteenth century has demonstrated that Antwerp's labour market in this period was heavily segmented according to gender, age and origin. While employment opportunities of women and the local population were negatively affected by the disappearance of textile industries, most of the newly emerging employment in port-and trade-related sectors was taken up by young, single newcomers. While most of them came from within the regional hinterland or the kingdom of Belgium, Antwerp's international recruitment area also expanded hand in hand with its trade and transportation networks. In the first half of the nineteenth century, international migration remained a male-dominated affair, mainly recruiting specialized career migrants such as merchants, clerks, instrument makers and leisure workers to the city's expanding commercial firms, insurance companies, banks, shipbuilding companies and bourgeois cafés and restaurants. 17 In the second half of the nineteenth century, and especially after the redemption of the Scheldt toll in 1863, Antwerp's maritime and commercial activities further proliferated. The city's role as a prime node in the increasingly integrated Atlantic economy was underscored by the establishment in 1873 of the How did patterns of international migration evolve in the second half of the nineteenth century, when the city's population almost tripled, the port and service activities boomed and its commercial networks expanded further to encompass the globe?
An exceptional source for the study of foreign migration to Antwerp in this period are the socalled foreigners' files (vreemdelingendossiers) kept in the city archives. 19 In 1840 the
Belgian Sûreté Publique -a government agency in charge of supervision over non-nationalsordered all Belgian local administrations to compile a personal file for each foreigner who came to reside within their municipality and "was likely to stay for a while". 20 The considered as single those people who arrived without a spouse, common-law partner or children, and who gave no reference to either in their bulletin. 22 Most of these singles were, as can be expected, young adults: the median age of men was 24, that of women 23, while only 8 and 6 per cent respectively was older than forty. For the large majority, we can safely assume that they were indeed unmarried. Unfortunately, we do not know whether they actually lived alone or were planning to live alone during their stay in Antwerp. Nor do we know what happened to them after their arrival, although most indications suggest that the large majority stayed in town only temporarily. 23 Notwithstanding the dynamic intention of the foreigners' files, most include only the initial bulletin. It was this 'snapshot' information representing the situation upon arrival for 3,164 single newcomers, that was entered into the database and forms the empirical basis of the present article (henceforth: database single foreigners).
Before discussing in detail the most important findings derived from these data, it is worth considering the main limitations of the source materials. One important consideration is its scope and representativeness. Although the initial motivation behind the creation of the foreigners' files by the Sûreté Publique was no doubt one of control, we have no indication that they were used as an instrument of repression at the local level. We have found no single instance of migrants being refused residence after filling out the bulletin de renseignements.
In practice, filling out a bulletin appears to have been considered, both by the local authorities and by the migrants themselves, a purely administrative procedure inherent to migrants' registration in the local population books, which could have been prompted by employers, landlords, neighbours or simply on initiative of migrants themselves. 24 The information noted down in the bulletins was verified on the basis of identity documents produced by the newcomer, or, in their absence, by enquiries and testimonies of (previous) employers and landlords. There is however no doubt that some foreign newcomers were never recorded.
Interspersed with the bulletin de renseignements, we find evidence for instance of removal orders against 'vagrant' foreigners who had never declared their presence to local authorities. 25 Some specific transitory groups, such as short-stay visitors, sailors or passengers waiting for departure, were clearly not considered subject to registration in the foreigners' files, and we see them recorded only very rarely. 26 In addition, some bulletins were drawn up only years after arrival, indicating that it was possible to reside and work in Antwerp without being duly registered with the local population office. These caveats notwithstanding, the foreigners' files still record an impressive number of foreign migrants to Antwerp: the number of foreigners recorded in the years 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880 represented between 15 and 23 per cent of total (internal as well as international) immigration as published in yearly 8 municipal reports, which was comparable to the share of non-nationals among immigrants in the urban population according to the census figures. 27 All in all, then, while some specific groups remain out of sight, the foreigners' files did record the lions' share of all non-national newcomers to Antwerp during the benchmark years, and the data recorded there can be taken as indicative of the main characteristics of foreign immigration in this period. Table 1 . Single foreign newcomers in Antwerp's foreigners' files, 1850-1880 (%) * Insert Table 1 Source: Database single foreigners
The data explored in this manner record a total of around 600 foreign single immigrants between 1850 and 1870, and then a strong expansion to more than 1,300 in 1880 (Table 1) .
While these absolute figures are to be taken as a lower-limit, the trends they convey are indicative of the overall evolution in migration patterns. Two trends stand out: a very marked expansion in the total number of foreign immigrants in the 1870s, and a remarkable balancing of the gender ratio over time: whereas only one in three singles were women in 1850, by 1880 this was almost one in two. In absolute numbers, the number of female single immigrants was continually on the rise. Whereas in the first half of the nineteenth century foreign immigration was predominantly a male affair, women appear to have engaged in a catch-up operation after 1850. Was this really a catch-up, in the sense that these single female migrants followed in their male predecessors' footsteps, or can we discern recruitment patterns that were significantly different for men and women?
An Expansion, Feminization and Ruralization of the Foreign Migration Field
Overall, nineteenth-century port towns have been observed to demonstrate a number of demographic and migration characteristics of which we can find important parallels in Antwerp's foreign migration field during the period under consideration. Commercial port cities were generally characterized by disproportionately high levels of immigration and high proportions of long-distance migrants, whose move was facilitated by the expanding transport connections overland and overseas in which port cities acted as prime gateways. 28 In the overall evolution of the foreign migration field of Antwerp between 1850 and 1880, three general trends stand out: expansion, feminization and ruralization. We will discuss them in that order.
As the number of single foreign immigrants increased between 1850 and 1880, so did their migration distance. This is paralleled in regional terms by a declining importance of 9 immediate bordering regions in the Netherlands and a growing importance of more distant areas, most spectacularly so among women (Table 2) Table 2 Source: Database single foreigners
In terms of gender differentiation, male patterns of recruitment appear to have remained more stable in relative terms -although expanding in numbers -than those of women. In midcentury long-distance migration was still very much a male affair, when most 'foreign' women were in fact cross-border regional migrants from North-Brabant. By 1880, however, the female migration field was much more comparable to that of men. The growth of the female recruitment range was the result of two mutually reinforcing trends. The first is the decline in relative and absolute terms of migration from the bordering province of NorthBrabant, which only in name constituted 'international' migration, but in practice represented the outer range of the Antwerp regional hinterland. The second trend was the growth in female migration from particularly the German Rhine area and France. The feminization of 10 foreign migration, then, was realized by a marked growth in the number of German and, to a lesser extent, French women.
A third general trend, finally, is a ruralization of foreign immigration over time. Overall, migrants from more distant regions were more likely to come from cities, while men more often had an urban background than women. 30 Even so, the proportion of rural-born migrants increased over time, and more so for men than women: while in 1850 40 per cent of men and 55 per cent of women were born in villages with less than 5,000 inhabitants, by 1880 this was 54 and 59 per cent respectively ( Table 3 ). The fact that this ruralization took place in the context of decreasing cross-border migration and increasing migration distance, indicates a growing penetration into more distant regions: long-distance migrants became less necessarily urban born. This ruralization went hand in hand with the growing importance of indirect migration to Antwerp (Table 4) . Whereas in 1850 66 per cent had moved to Belgium directly from their place of birth, by 1880 this was only 46 per cent, both for men and women. Among women, the fall in the proportion of direct migrants was slower but eventually as marked than among men. More and more single men and women had therefore previously migrated elsewhere before coming to Antwerp. In combination with a growing proportion of rural-born migrants, this points to a growing importance of stepwise migration: first from a village to a regional town, and subsequently to more distant cities. 31 Patterns of stepwise migration help to explain how distant rural areas could become part of Antwerp's orbit, and highlights the increasing role of regional centres as gateways between regional and inter-urban patterns of migration. Table 4 . Place of birth and last place of residence before moving to Belgium, 1850-1880 (%) * Insert Table 4 Source an important trading area, appear to have been a crucial factor in foreign migration patterns.
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In addition, the precocious development of the Belgian railway system and its subsequent integration in a proliferating Europe-wide rail network greatly facilitated migration over medium distances. During the period under study here, the total mileage of railways in Belgium, the Netherlands, France and Germany combined increased more than six fold, from 33 This extended Antwerp's orbit to regions that were undergoing marked increases in overall mobility levels in this period. Particularly in Germany, the last quarter of the nineteenth century has been noted for its major upsurge in overall mobility, driven by a structural and rapid disintegration of rural livelihoods. This growing mobility went hand in hand with heightened migration from the countryside to regional cities, which could in turn act as gateways to further destinations. 34 Push forces and transport connections, 
A Specialized but Segmented Occupational Profile
In terms of income opportunities, nineteenth-century port cities have been noted for the existence of a marked dual labour market and restricted employment opportunities for women. 35 Their employment structure was generally dominated by international trade and shipping, while industrial activities were often restricted to a limited number of port-related processing activities. As a result, commercial port cities tended to provide employment opportunities mainly to high-skilled commercial occupations on the one hand, such as merchants and clerks, and to unspecialized casual labour along the docks, quaysides, warehouses and construction sites on the other hand. Conversely, the near absence of textile and garment industries so important for women, implied that female employment opportunities were generally restricted to domestic service and work in shops, hotels, inns or clubs, in addition to a small number of positions for schooled women as governesses, teachers or employees. 36 The occupational data recorded in the bulletins provide an important way of gaining better insight into the motivations and dynamics structuring the migration patterns of men and women over time, and to examine the extent to which these correspond to the general characteristics of a port labour market. Ample references to employers and income in the bulletins indicate that most were already employed or active in the stated position at the moment of registration, while in a limited number of cases we learn that they are seeking employment in that particular occupation. At the very least, the information on their occupation refers to the activity they intend to carry out in Antwerp at the time of their arrival, and in that sense provides an indication both of their occupational background and their motivation for coming to Antwerp. Due to their very different occupational profile, it is convenient to discuss this for men and women separately. Because of their divergent occupational profile, their occupations have been categorized in a different way. The occupational distribution of single foreign men demonstrates a differentiated but high-end occupational profile, that remained relatively stable over time (Table 5 ). Important concentrations were present among (mainly commercial) clerks (17%) and master artisans and specialized workers, for instance as mechanics, diamond cutters or printers (16%). Together 13 with wholesalers (6%), liberal professions (3%), retailers (3%) and proprietors (2%), almost half (48%) of all foreign men were active in occupations that can unambiguously be identified as socially superior. In addition, actors, singers and other artists (3%) and students, mostly at the Royal Academy of Arts (3%), made up another 6 per cent. Most of these specialized or well-off newcomers were attracted to Antwerp's booming houses of commerce or were active in the luxury crafts and artistic occupations catering for the city's affluent and mundane bourgeoisie. Casual labourers and construction workers, so prominent among the Antwerp resident population, were far and few among its foreign immigrants (10%), while also in other industrial sectors the proportion of subordinate and unspecialized workers (10%) was smaller than that of master artisans and specialized workers (16%). The small proportion of sailors and other shipping crew (3%) in the foreigners' files attests to the fact that most of them were generally considered as passant rather than resident. One last major category were domestic servants (6%) and shop assistants, waiters, garçons coiffeurs and other retail workers (10%), who likely worked in the upper segments of Antwerp's mushrooming bourgeois shopping and café culture.
While all regions shared a propensity towards relatively specialized activities, significant origin-specific patterns of specialization existed. These were most marked among the relatively small number of long-distance migrants: one in two Scandinavians for instance was a sailor, one in two Swiss was either a pastrycook or artistic painter. Yet also among the more numerous migrants from more nearby regions, origin-specific occupational concentrations were marked. Germans were overrepresented as clerks (34%), wholesalers (9%) and retail workers (13%), hinting at their heavy involvement in Antwerp's international commerce. 37 The French in contrast counted disproportionately large numbers of artists (13%), wholesalers (8%), liberal professions (5%) and proprietors (5%), attesting to a high-brow and leisurely orientation. It is only among migrants from the Dutch border regions that we find a more lowkey and less specialized profile, with overrepresentations as construction and casual workers (20%), subordinate and unspecialized industrial workers (17%), transport workers (5%) and domestic servants (14%). From the perspective of the urban labour market, this resulted in strong origin-specific niches: no less than 63 per cent of all foreign clerks, 43 per cent of all merchants and 42 per cent of all retail workers were German, while 58 per cent of all artists were French, resonating the allure of French culture in bourgeois theatre and music. 38 Conversely, 73 per cent of all domestic servants, 72 per cent of construction and casual workers and 66 per cent of subordinate and unspecialized industrial workers were Dutch. The relatively high-end and specialized occupational profile of these foreign male migrants when 14 compared to the Antwerp population as a whole, together with their origin-specific patterns of specialization, then, attest both to the considerable high-end opportunities opened up in the wake of Antwerp's commercial expansion and to a clear link between distance and occupational status: the further away migrants came from, the more specialized, skilled workers or well-off merchants they counted among their ranks. As most were young and stayed only temporarily, their residence in Antwerp was likely part of an inter-urban pattern of career migration. 39 Let us now turn to the occupations of single female migrants, which were far less differentiated (Table 6 ). Most were either domestic servants (69%) or prostitutes (11%), in addition to small numbers of merchants, teachers, retailers and proprietors (5%), textiles and clothing workers (3%), artists (3%) and retail workers (2%), while 6 per cent stated to have no occupation. There was a clear shift through time, as the overall proportion of servantes declined from between 79 and 74 in the years 1850-1870 to 60 per cent in 1880, at the benefit mainly of prostitutes (22%). The strong increase in the number of prostitutes by 1880 is likely in part attributable to a change in registration, but is at the same time indicative of the great importance of prostitution in the wake of Antwerp's port expansion.
40 Table 6 . Occupations of single female foreign immigrants in Antwerp, 1850-1880 (%) * insert Table 6 Source: Database single foreigners
In general, the much less differentiated occupational profile of single women as against that of men corresponds to the typical characteristics of a port labour market, where opportunities for female employment were often limited to domestic service, retail and prostitution. While industrial employment opportunities dwindled, Antwerp's demographic, commercial and maritime expansion in the second half of the nineteenth century fuelled a growing demand for housemaids in middle or upper class households, and for shop girls, waitresses, artists and prostitutes in the city's buoyant and socially differentiated leisure sector, ranging from theatre, opera and luxury hotels and brothels to shoddy inns, taverns, lodging houses and whorehouses along the bustling quaysides.
When relating occupation to place of origin, important differentiations emerge. Dutch women were almost exclusively active as domestic servants (80%), and almost never as a prostitute (2%). Those from Germany were likewise overrepresented as domestic servants (71%), but also recorded a significant number of prostitutes (13%). French women in contrast counted 15 disproportionately large numbers of prostitutes (49%) and artists (18%) next to women in white-collar and commercial activities (13%), while only 12 per cent was a domestic servant.
The smaller numbers from further places, finally, had a diverse occupational profile, including proprietors, as well as prostitutes and servants. Looked at from the perspective of specific occupations, this distribution implied that almost all domestic servants came from the Netherlands (65%) or Germany (30%), while 44 per cent of all prostitutes were French, another 34 per cent German, and virtually none (12%) Dutch. Singers, actors and dancers were likewise predominantly French (62%), much less German (21%) and only exceptionally Dutch (10%). As in other port cities, local preferences appear to have played an important role in these origin-specific occupational differences. 41 Although in-depth research is still missing, the growing number of well-off German households in Antwerp appear to have displayed a preference for German domestic personnel, as did French speaking bourgeois families for whom it became fashionable to hire a German maid. This preference was probably partly motivated by their relatively low wages, and appears to have crowded out maids from the Dutch border regions. 42 French women, conversely, appear to have held a particular renommée both as prostitutes and performers. 43 Unlike the situation among men, the connection between distance and occupational specialization was less outspoken among single women, which was attributable mainly to the specific nature of overall employment opportunities, in which domestic service was by far and large the most important -although the proportion of servants did decrease as migration distance increased. Unfortunately, the sources do not allow to systematically differentiate specialized house servants -such as gouvernantes, cooks, chamber or child maids -from unskilled bonnes à tout faire, but the former were likely to have been more numerous among long-distance than short-distance migrants. 44 Even within the limited variation observable in overall occupational profile, origin-specific clustering among women was nevertheless marked.
During the period under consideration, then, single foreign men in Antwerp were attracted to the better half of the dual labour market that characterized the city's port labour market. The bulk of unspecialized and unskilled port labour was taken up primarily by the local-born population and regional migrants, while long-distance migrants were mainly skilled and specialized workers active in commerce, specialized industries, luxury crafts or leisure activities, often engaged in patterns of temporary career migration. In this, we see the continuation of patterns established in the first half of the nineteenth century, and parallels with the inter-urban trajectories of career migration observed for Brussels in mid-century. 45 
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Notwithstanding a marked increase in numbers, then, the relative composition of the male inflow in terms of origin and occupation remained remarkably stable between 1850 and 1880, indicating an overall continuity in terms of the nature of migration motivations and channels at play. Single women tell a different story, however, characterized by a very limited employment structure that was characteristic for port towns. The remarkable expansion in the female migration field was not paralleled with important shifts in occupational profile -apart from the observed increase in the demand for prostitutes that was mainly filled in by 
Channels and Networks
The sources used here do not allow us to directly identify the actual migration networks or information channels used by Antwerp's single newcomers. One way of getting closer to the meso level of their migration decisions would require the identification and tracking of their employers and landlords in the population books -an undertaking that unfortunately remained beyond the research possibilities of the present study. 47 However, in the absence of any direct data on channels and networks so far, the evolution of their migration field and occupational profile can shed some light on the matter and provide important clues for further research. Lesger et al. have argued for a three-prong classification of migration channels: (1) personal network migration, "whereby people move because they are informed (and often helped) by people they know or know of", (2) organisational or non-personal network migration, whereby people move along paths set or organised by occupational organisations or large firms, and (3) non-network or solitary migration, where migrants "have only a general knowledge of the opportunity structure in a certain destination, upon which they make their decision to move, without having personal contacts at destination." 48 The use that migrants (can) make of these different migration channels is socially selective.
Organisational network migration, the second type, is per definition the prerogative of relatively well-organized groups with an occupation of a certain standing. At first sight, the third type appears socially neutral, yet the amount and type of information people have access to (e.g. in print) is socially selective, and therefore limit persons' migration horizons:
wealthier groups generally have access to more and better information, so that the range of migration options they consider is wider. In addition, poorer groups have more need for social networks in situ as a safety net in times of unemployment or distress, and can ill afford to venture to destinations where they have no access to informal networks. 49 The image drawn on the basis of origin and occupation of Antwerp's single foreign migrants in the latter half of the nineteenth century allows to speculate that quite a number of them made use of channels of migration that could be characterized as organisational network We can easily picture the aspiring painter from Dubrovnik, who was supported by la fortune de ses parents, travelling Europe's great towns and deciding at a certain moment to visit Antwerp's Academy, which held great renown in artistic milieus. The chance of a street 18 sweep from the same origin to follow a similar trajectory is virtually nil: he has neither the resources nor the information channels or incentive to make such a travel, and he can ill afford to leave behind the social networks that are so materially valuable for the poor. 52 How far can the concept of migration channels help us to better understand the observed gender differentiation in migration trajectories? Overall, Antwerp's single female newcomers appear to have had access to a less diverse range of migration channels than their male compatriots. Although it is difficult to compare their socio-economic profile systematically, there is no doubt that most women came from more modest backgrounds than their male counterparts. While men could rely on selective, established migration channels by virtue of their socioeconomic background or occupation, women were first to sever the connection between migration distance and specialization. The prostitutes, singers and actors aside, most were maidservants, an occupation requiring relatively little training. Domestic servants in the ancien régime as in the nineteenth century tended to be recruited predominantly from a city's regional hinterland, making use of the dense interpersonal connections that tied a city to the villages in its surrounding. 53 Although more research is needed on their employers, selective evidence suggests that many foreign maids, especially German maids, entered the households of wealthy compatriots, making use of the geographically wider inter-personal networks between upper-class households, and probably also professional recruitment agencies. 54 By following in the footsteps of their wealthier employers, domestic servants might have in that sense embodied the main link in the chain that connected high-end pioneers with followers lower on the social ladder, who appeared on stage in the last decades of the nineteenth century, when foreign immigrants, especially from Central and Eastern Europe, came to encompass a far larger share of low-skilled and unskilled workers.
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Conclusions
Young singles supplied the large majority of non-national migrants moving to the expanding port city of Antwerp during the second half of the nineteenth century. Although female migrants are often portrayed as moving predominantly over short distances, motivated by family concerns, the immigration of growing numbers of single women far away from home indicates that their moves could be more complex and their motives more autonomous, and that these could have a profound impact on the evolution of urban migration fields. Antwerp's foreign migration field displays a remarkable combination of continuity and change during the period under consideration. On the one hand, there was a marked trend towards more intense recruitment of both men and especially women from a wider area in the neighbouring 19 countries, stimulated by overall increasing levels of mobility and rural push forces in combination with the pull of an expanding port city and growing importance of stepwise migration. On the other hand, there was remarkable little change in the occupations of newcomers, neither in comparison with the first half of the nineteenth century, nor in the course of the period studied here. Their occupational profile continued to reflect the specificities of a commercial port labour market with a sizeable demand for high-skilled and internationally connected merchants, specialized male artisans and white-collar workers on the one hand, and less specialized female servants and prostitutes on the other hand.
While on the male side we appear to be dealing with a continuation and expansion of migration patterns established earlier in the nineteenth century, in the case of women the patterns observed were radically new. Although women increasingly immigrated from the same distant areas as their male counterparts, their occupational profile remained relatively unspecialized -a pattern that we see for men only in the very last decades of the nineteenth century. In this sense, the period we are dealing with in many respects seems to represent a transitional period in the course of which the connection between distance and specialization became severed. In this transitional period, women appear to have played the role of both follower and pioneer: they were followers in the sense that they caught up with the male migration field, but they were pioneers in the sense that they were the first migrants from modest backgrounds to be recruited from beyond the direct hinterland in substantial numbers.
Rather than using exclusive firm-based or inter-personal networks, it is likely that they relied 
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